[Who is (still) a cancer patient? Epidemiological aspects for the assessment of the status in diseases with a protracted course].
Generally it is difficult to assess the prevalence of a chronic disease or a disease with protracted course particularly without clear signs of cure. As formerly with tuberculosis, a standard period after cessation of symptoms or therapy should be defined for assessing the end of cancer disease. In view of the broad spectrum of cancer forms, more than one such period will be necessary, to be thoroughly discussed and widely accepted. The recommendations are mandatory only for epidemiologic purposes but may also be helpful under other conditions.